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SENATE BI LL 6103

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Zarelli, Keiser, Rasnussen, Regala, Franklin, Kline,
Decci o, Jacobsen and Fairley

Read first tinme 01/12/2004. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to nmaking certain types of extrenme fighting
illegal; anmending RCW 67.08.002 and 67.08.015; prescribing penalties;
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW67.08.002 and 2002 ¢ 147 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Amateur" nmeans a person who ((engages—+n—athletie—activities
as—a—pastire—and—not—as—aprofessional)) has never received nor

conpeted for any purse or other article of value, either for expenses
of training or for participating in an event, other than a prize of
fifty dollars in value or |ess.

(2) "Boxing" nmeans ((a—eentest—+n)) the sport of attack and defense
which uses the contestants ((exehange—blows—wth—thet+)) fists and
where the contestants conpete with the intent not to injure or disable
an opponent, but to win by decision, knockout, or technical knockout,
but does not include professional westling.
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(3) "Chiropractor” neans a person |icensed under chapter 18.25 RCW
as a doctor of chiropractic or under the laws of any jurisdiction in
whi ch that person resides.

(4) "Department” neans the departnment of |icensing.

(5) "Director" neans the director of the departnment of |icensing or
the director's designee.

(6) "Event" includes, but is not limted to, a boxing, westling,
or martial arts contest, sparring, fisticuffs, wmatch, show or
exhi bition.

(7) "Event physician" neans the physician licensed under RCW
67.08.100 and who is responsible for the activities described in RCW
67.08. 090.

(8) "Face value" neans the dollar value of a ticket or order, which
val ue nust reflect the dollar anmount that the custoner is required to
pay or, for a conplinmentary ticket, would have been required to pay to
purchase a ticket with equivalent seating priority, in order to view
t he event.

(9) "Gross recei pts" neans the anmount received fromthe face val ue
of all tickets sold and conplinentary tickets redeened.

(10) "Kickboxing" mnmeans a type of boxing in which blows are
delivered with the ((hanrd)) fist and any part of the |eg bel ow the hip,
including the foot and where the contestants conpete wth the intent
not to injure or disable an opponent, but to win by decision, knockout,
or technical knockout.

(11) "Martial arts" nmeans a type of boxing including suno, judo,
karate, kung fu, tae kwon do, pankration, mnmuay thai, or other forns of
full-contact martial arts or self-defense conducted on a full-contact
basis where weapons are not used and the participants utilize Kkicks,
punches, blows, or other techniques with the intent not to injure or
di sable an opponent, but to defeat an opponent or win by decision,
knockout, technical knockout, or subm ssion.

(12) "No holds barred fighting," also known as "frontier fighting"
and "extrene fighting," neans a contest, exhibition, or nmatch between
contestants where any part of the contestant's body may be used as a
weapon or any neans of fighting nmay be used with the specific purpose
to intentionally injure the other contestant in such a manner that they
may not defend thenselves and a winner is declared. Rules may or may
not be used.
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(13) "Conbative fighting," also known as "toughnman fighting,"
"toughwoman fighting," "badnman fighting," and "so you think you're
tough,"” neans a contest, exhibition, or match between contestants who
use their fists, with or without gloves, or their feet, or both, and
which allows contestants that are not trained in the sport to conpete
and the object is to defeat an opponent or to win by decision,
knockout, or technical knockout.

(14) "Physician" neans a person licensed under chapter 18.57,
18. 36A, or 18.71 RCWas a physician or a person holding an osteopathic
or allopathic physician |license under the laws of any jurisdiction in
whi ch the person resides.

((+3))) (15) "Professional"™ nmeans a person who has received or
conpeted for ((meney)) any purse or other articles of value greater
than fifty dollars, either for the expenses of training or for
participating in an event.

((24y)) (16) "Pronoter"” neans a person, and includes any officer,
director, enployee, or stockholder of a corporate pronoter, who
produces, arranges, stages, holds, or gives an event in this state
i nvol ving a professional boxing, martial arts, or westling event, or
shows or causes to be shown in this state a closed circuit tel ecast of
a match involving a professional participant whether or not the
tel ecast originates in this state.

((35))) (17) "Westling exhibition" or "westling show' neans a
form of sports entertainnment in which the participants display their
skills in a physical struggle against each other in the ring and either
the outcone may be predeterm ned or the participants do not necessarily
strive to win, or both.

(18) "Amateur event" neans an event in which all the participants
are "amateurs" and which is registered and sanctioned by the:

(a) United States Amateur Boxing, Inc.;

(b) Washington Interscholastic Activities Association;

(c) National Collegiate Athletic Association;

(d) Amateur Athletic Union;

(e) &olden G oves of Anerica;

(f) United Full Contact Federation; or

(g) Local affiliate of any organization listed in this subsection.

(19) "Elimnation tournanent” neans any contest in_which
contestants conpete in a series of matches until not nore than one
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contestant remains in any wei ght cateqory. The term does not i nclude
any event that conplies with the provisions of RCW67.08.015(2) (a) or

(b).

Sec. 2. RCW67.08.015 and 2002 ¢ 86 s 306 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) In the interest of ensuring the safety and welfare of the
partici pants, the departnment shall have power and it shall be its duty
to direct, supervise, and control all boxing, martial arts, and
westling events conducted within this state and an event may not be
held in this state except in accordance wth the provisions of this
chapter. The departnment may, in its discretion, issue and for cause,
whi ch includes concern for the safety and welfare of the participants,
take any of the actions specified in RCW18.235.110 agai nst a |license
to pronote, conduct, or hold boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, or
wrestling events where an adm ssion fee is charged by any person, club,
corporation, organization, association, or fraternal society.

(2) Al boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, or westling events that:

(a) Are conducted by any common school, college, or university,
whet her public or private, or by the official student association
t hereof, whether on or off the school, college, or university grounds,
where all the participating contestants are bona fide students enroll ed
in any common school, college, or university, within or wthout this
state; or

(b) Are entirely amateur events as defined in ROW67.08.002(18) and
pronmoted on a nonprofit basis or for charitabl e purposes;
are not subject to the licensing provisions of this chapter. A boxing,
martial arts, Kkickboxing, or westling event may not be conducted
within the state except under a license issued in accordance with this
chapter and the rules of the departnent except as provided in this
section.

(3) The director shall prohibit events wunless all of the
contestants are ((erther)) licensed or otherw se exenpt fromlicensure

as provided wunder this chapter ((er—trathred—by—an—aratesr—or

(4) No amateur or professional no holds barred fighting or
conbative fighting type of contest, exhibition, match, or sinmlar type
of event, nor any elimnation tournanent, may be held in this state.
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Any person pronoting such an event is quilty of a felony.
Additionally, the director nmay apply to a superior court for an
injunction against any and all pronoters of a contest, and nmay request
that the court seize all nobney and assets relating to the conpetition.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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